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I remember deep sea exploring
in the Caribbean...after years as
an environmental
science/engineering student-and that spawned such an
interest for me in our world's
declining coral ecosystem. So
many years of beauty and
sustainability will disappear in so
many areas of our world without
support from humans. Humans
have done SO much damage to
our Earth during our existence.
Can we prevent further damage
to our coral ecosystems? The
book and DVD set, Reef Libre,
seeks to examine the political
and economical impact of tourism and open trade on the Cuba reefs. We were very interested
in viewing the Cuba reefs as depicted by Reef Libre--and in sharing the potential impact of our
world's economic and social views on the long-term viability of this natural wonder.
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Quick summary of Reef Libre. Cuba reefs host apex predators and coral cover at optimal
levels. While Cuban reef vitality may be linked to economic default and no shoreline
development, no agricultural pesticides or fertilizers and limited human population growth, the
Castro regime is aggressively developing its reef potential.
Seas to the south are now 100% shark protected.
Most Cuba travelogues advise “getting off the beaten path,” but Reef Libre examines that path, to
see where it might lead as things change. Will Cuba reefs remain protected? Or is this perilous
age of natural decline a last chance to see a healthy reef system?
Robert Wintner and the Snorkel Bob Jardines de la Reina Expedition herein provide narrative
insight with photos and video. First stop is the baseline: Havana urban density. Down south at
Cayo Largo, reef collapse seems imminent with 600 guests changing daily, and the phosphate
laden laundry water flowing directly to the deep blue sea. Will Cuba’s Ministry of Tourism step up
with the Jardines de la Reina paradigm? Rising from the Golfo de Ana María, Jardines is a
thousand square miles of mangrove estuary, for ages compromised by constant extraction of its
biggest predators, taken as food. Protected, it now rises on the world reef stage.
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isolated realm to the world of "seasonal tourist attraction"all bets are off on the sustainability of
the Cuba Reefs. As the author takes readers on a pictorial adventure under the sea; readers
should realize that this book and DVD may serve as the best living record of this current coral
environment. I hope that my daughters will be able to see Cuba's reefs as vividly as they are
able to see them in this book. UnfortunatelyI fear that this will NOT be the case.
The Reef Libre Book and DVD are about Much more than Cuba Coral Reef Images. As a
trained "environmental scientist"....I am the first to admit how much money and power matter in
our daily lives. Daily lives. Both the Reef Libre Book and DVD address the political and
economical influences entering decisions on the environmental protection of the reef. As Cuba
recently opened the doors to American tourists (and their money)there are certainly concerns
that environmental protection will fall aside to financial gain as tourism trade grows.
Would I recommend the Reef Libre Book and DVD by "Snorkel Bob", Bob Wintner? If you
are seeking both a beautiful "coffee table" version of beautiful, Cuban Coral Reefs...plus an
analysis of the realistic sustainability during changing political timesthis book should be in your
home. The photos are truly capturing an environmental phenomena which may not exist in our
alltoorecent futureand the documentary DVD (as well as the book's pages) address both the
author's reverence for the reef as well as the inherent risks posed.
Buy the Book on Amazon

Author's Bio:
Best known as Snorkel Bob in Hawaii and
around the world, Robert Wintner captures
Cuba above and below the surface with
urgency and hope. As a pioneer in fish
portraiture, Wintner demonstrated social
structure and etiquette in reef society. Reef
Libre goes to political context, in which
human folly will squander Cuba’s reefs as
well—unless natural values can at last
transcend political greed. As pundits joust
over who did what to whom and why, Wintner
ponders reef prospects in view of political
changes.
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fresh fruit...

TWEETS IN OUR LITTLE CORNER OF THE WORLD
Tweets

Follow

AJ Thompson
@mymamasworld

4h

Poros #travel bags charge your gadgets on the
go digitaltrends.com/mobile/poros-b… via
@DigitalTrends
Show Summary
AJ Thompson
@mymamasworld

5h

45 free online classes you can take this year
that will make you more successful via
@dailymuse read.bi/1Ozg6vK
@bi_contributors
Show Summary
AJ Thompson
@mymamasworld

6h

7 Tips on Successfully Running a HomeBased Business by @SarahLandrum via
@Entrepreneur
Expand
AJ Thompson
@mymamasworld

9h

I walked 1.503 @CharityMiles for @LLSusa.
Thx2 @Humana for sponsoring me!
pic.twitter.com/nKE0eUtNIK

Tweet to @mymamasworld

SPONSORS

Robert Wintner has authored many novels
and story collections. Reef Libre is his fourth
reef commentary with photos and his first overview of survival potential in a political maelstrom.
He lives and works in Hawaii, still on the front lines of the campaign to stop the aquarium trade
around the world.
Connect with the author:

Website ~ Facebook

Enter to Win a Copy of Reef Libre in the Book Tour Giveaway
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